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The upshot is that the reflexive argument, no less than that from the 
knowledge of the past and the knowledge of one mind by another, is based 
on premises which pragmatism points to experience as denying. The em- 
pirical data with which it starts must be dealt with alchemically before 
they can yield the desired results. Premises are made to conform to the 
wished-for conclusion rather than the conclusion to the premises. Un- 
satisfied interests must have their compensatory satisfactions. " Then 
what I have called the trivialities of mere instrumentalism will appear as 
what they are — fragmentary hints and transient expressions of the will 
whose life is universal, whose form is absolute and whose laws are at 
once those of logic, of ethics, of the unity of experience, and of whatever 
gives sense to life." H. M. Kallen. 

University of Wisconsin. 

Die Philosophie der Gegenwart in Deutschland. (Aus Natur und Ceistes- 
welt, Band 41.) Oswald Kulpe. Leipzig: Teubner. 1911. Pp. 
viii + 136. 

This little volume has become very popular in Germany. Its title, 
however, is quite misleading; for it does not deal with present-day phi- 
losophy, but only with the philosophy of the past. The philosophers rep- 
resented in the booklet: Mach, Diihring, Haeckel, Nietzsche, Fechner, 
Lotze, Hartmann, Wundt, were typical of German thought during the 
last two decades of the nineteenth century, and they are typical of what 
German thought of the early twentieth century is not. As a history of 
German philosophy at the end of the nineteenth century, however, Kiilpe's 
exposition can be recommended. It is popular, easy reading, and fur- 
nishes a good deal of useful knowledge. 

GlJNTHER JACOBY. 

Gbeipswald University. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 
Alfred Fouillee 



Alfred Fouillee, who died at Lyons on July 16 at the age of seventy- 
five years, was born at La Poueze in the Department of Maine-et-Loire. 
He never attended a university, and was, in respect of his higher studies, 
self-educated. At the age of thirty, after having acted as schoolmaster 
in various small provincial schools, he was appointed to a post in the 
Lycee of Bordeaux, where he very shortly acquired a great reputation as 
an eloquent teacher of philosophy. In 1879 considerations of health 
obliged him to abandon teaching as a profession, and he devoted himself 
to philosophic writing. He published a very large number of books, some 
of which have not been without considerable influence on modern thought. 
Among them are " Liberte et Determinisme " ; " Critique des Systemes 
de Morale Contemporaine " ; " L'Avenir de la Metaphysique " ; " La Psy- 
chologie des Idees Forces " ; and " La Morale des Idees Forces." The 
ruling element in Fouillee's philosophical ideas was a reaction against the 
positivism which reigned in France under the influence of Taine from 
about 1860 to the close of the last century. As opposed to the positivist 
school, he denied that the feelings were the sole inspirers of action, and 
maintained that ideas in their purest form were likewise a force which 
could and did produce action. His theory of " 1'idee force " was entirely 
opposed to determinism, and in this connexion he uttered his famous 
aphorism, " La volonte n'est ni determinee ni indeterminee ; elle est 
determinante." He explicitly traversed the theory in both speculative 
and imaginative literature that character and action are solely or even 
chiefly the result of circumstances, and that a human life is, as it were, 
a mere thread in the web of time. He strongly asserted the freedom of 
the will and its capability of being formed and directed by the influence 
of ideas. 

In later years he devoted himself to the study of sociology, a subject 
which had always interested him, and he published successively " Psychol- 
ogie du Peuple Frangais " ; " Esquisse Psychologique des Peuples Euro- 
peans " ; " Elements Soeiologiques de la Morale " ; and " Le Socialisme et 



